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RADIO-TV STUDENT NAMED ONE OF THE BEST IN THE U.S.
M issoula-
Melanie Overcast, a junior studying radio-television at the University of Montana 
School of Journalism, was awarded the top prize in a recent national radio news contest.
Overcast of Chinook won first place in the radio features category of the William 
Randolph Hearst Foundation’s journalism awards.
The win sends Overcast to the semi-final competition where she’ll compete against nine 
other semi-finalists for a spot in the finals. Five finalists will go head-to-head in a live radio 
news competition held in San Francisco in June. Overcast will learn in April if she qualifies 
for the final round.
The Hearst Journalism Awards are known as the “college Pulitzer prizes” because of 
their prestige and history. The awards aim to recognize, reward and inspire exceptional 
college journalists and the faculties and programs that contributed to their success.
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Students from more than 100 accredited journalism schools across the United States are 
eligible to compete in the awards competition, now in its 47th year. More than $450,000 has 
been awarded to students and universities in scholarships, matching grants and stipends.
Overcast won a $2,000 scholarship for her performance in the contest. Her award 
entry consisted of three individual radio reports that aired on Montana Public Radio or UM’s 
campus radio station, KBGA. One piece told the story of a young Montana soldier killed in 
Iraq. Another report focused on credit card debt among students, and a third story showed 
how a church and an “adult emporium” ended up trying to do business on the same street.
Junior Amanda Harris of Anaconda placed 17th in the same competition. Harris 
entered stories on a town meeting in Opportunity, where residents questioned the effectiveness 
of the Environmental Protection Agency’s cleanup efforts, and a story on UM’s music 
department and the dedication of its students.
UM’s radio-television department has produced three first-place winners in the Hearst 
competition in the last five years.- In 2006, Stan Pillman of Chicago won first place in the 
radio news competition and advanced to the finals. In 2003, Danielle Cross of G reat Falls 
won first place in the radio feature round, then went on to compete in and win the final 
competition. The School of Journalism receives matching grants with each student win.
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